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A few words from our Joint CEOs

It's been an incredible year at Polka,
being named the UK Most Welcoming
Theatre, record engagement numbers
and more free tickets given to schools
than ever before. This report details the
amazing impact Polka's work has had
for children, families, schools, artists and
our local community during 2024/5.

Our productions have entertained more audiences than ever, including the
Olivier-nominated ‘The Nutcracker’, the Offie Award-winning ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ and the world premiere of Sir Lenny Henry's ‘The Boy With Wings'.
These productions reflect our values: bold, inclusive, and pioneering theatre.

We've launched new initiatives including The Polka Playwriting Award and
Catapult artist development programme. Talking Tales began crucial work
with primary schools on developing oracy skills through drama.

We've extended our Curtain Up! free schools ticketing programme to 9,000
tickets, toured shows to local schools, and our literacy programme Write Here
Write Now has inspired hundreds more children to pick up a pen and put

their imaginations on paper.

It feels more vital than ever to deliver this transformative work. None of it
would be possible without the extraordinary support of our audiences and
funders, completely inspired by the brilliant children who are at the centre of

it all.

We hope you enjoy reading this report as much as the Polka team have
enjoyed delivering this exciting and rewarding year of inspiring work!

Lynette Shanbury - Executive Director / Joint CEO
Helen Matravers - Artistic Director / Joint CEO
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Polka is the home of children’s theatre

We deliver a year-round programme of exceptional and
exciting new work made by some of the UK's best theatre
makers, showcasing international productions, visiting
theatre shows, and creative learning activities for 0-12
year olds.

Polka opened its doors in 1979, as the UK's first dedicated
children’s theatre, and has remained at the forefront of
performance and creative learning for children ever since.

In 2024/5 we were named the UK’s Most Welcoming
Theatre, and Merton’s Best Business.

Our Values

Child-centred

Children at the heart of
everything we do.

Community

Engaging diverse communities
of children, families,
educationalists and artists.

Excellent

Pioneering, adventurous,
offering the highest quality.
Memorable

Creating magical,
meaningful experiences.

Inclusive

Welcoming, accessible,
nurturing, supportive,
representative.




2024/25 at a glance \Ijll

24 L jakwso | 1adAgpass.
; 1Y witighiso O & TFTH
I_cj. ARSI | pusque Lisgih QO | Q| Jdz
\ oLt | J3F YT | yadkgpase 1)
0qhw gfLJffé
C W) >zl stz «dzLjusisO

o
: = 11" Q‘Q‘Q‘Q | LuPel Lisfo 0Q3sizO
Liggdzdd LiQL]l JizQ
L’I—l' | b Lisgdo AAAA :].Lug B isdzs [o

aLjglysd Y| Ln = =
R e e iy :
LAQMzsqdz + dzt Gdzyd a } IH_f fF é,
LiAQzs gl £ dit Gl & A A
i gquoe0q] | Liubgl Lisdd | dzq Lz dg0Q~dzQ
& t9baa QA dutadz | JLjF
| Ljudsdzué ol Ljgdz¢
\ 4
Z = _— yFIFFFZ R
g lJ_ 1+JOGU i - dudzdz J3AgCT)d21¢ Oistzs [q
OdzstauLj 20 duQ- - ¢g0qq)e &

QA ¢QlLjy | Lisdzo 9QE £ AS)fR OudAl ¢

AWARD WINS @
» UK’s Most Welcoming Theatre r g pUdiLjfuiz ' fLjuQp 9Fo+ L7
* Overall Best Business plus Equality, Diversity & Inclusion and
Sustainable Impact Awards r pudzfds =dof =A¢Istzdd ! fLjuQp 9Fo+
» Best Sound & Music iy leQt_izq LisO ! APdzft r Adddlz ¥ fLjyQp 9Fgr
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1yLjyQp 9o+

AWARD NOMINATIONS

« Best Family Show qu 1pUdz - AJfgulLjgOdzut r Asidzy 1 HfLjyOp oFor

« Outstanding Drama Initiative qy &QL0Ljt¢ TFudzdzLj|3sOt | uqOuLit4_dz r
HAIg & EulitLj MOAgLIfAs ! YLjuQp 9Tar -

» Audience Impact & Innovation iqy &Q|OLitd TpLjOdz HQAY SdzLjfot
| wQOuLit=-dz r FlisdLiofa FQy FLiE i 1 YLUOH 9T

“Polka continues to make an extraordinary
impact in the world of children's theatre and |
am so pleased to be a Patron of such an
innovative and dedicated organisation...and the
outstanding work you do to make the arts
accessible and engaging for young audiences”

Sir Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London and Polka Patron
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‘The Nutcracker’, November 2024
© Steve Gregson




Artistic Year at Polka
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Playwriting Award

The Polka Playwriting Award is the UK's first prize
dedicated to professional new writing for 8-13-year-
old audiences.

Young Ambassadors

Our Young Ambassadors help us
create the best children’s shows

and have a say in how Polka is
It will support new writing that is bold, ambitious and exciting, run. They are invited to research

filling a gap in contemporary theatre for this age group. new stories they would like to
find on stage and help develop

lays - i i
81 submissions 5 sphoyrtlisted 1 g:ggﬂc:ieovr\: ideas in rehearsals.
Having young voices as part of
industry leading Polka GRAD free online writing Polka's research, devel'opment.
judges judges masterclasses and delivery of shows is essential

for our growth and success!

“I am so delighted to be a judge and know that Polka, with Younger Voices Young Voices Polka GRADS
5-7 yrs 8-12 yrs 12+ yrs

its track record in high quality theatre for young audiences,

is the perfect place for new playwrights to flourish.”

Joseph Coelho
Award Judge alongside Chinonyerem Odimba and Vicky Ireland

The winning commission was Dweeb-A-Mania by Sarah Middleton,
which will be published by Metheun Drama and produced by
Polka in our Adventure Theatre in autumn 2025 for a 5-week run.

T ey e (o TS ErE ] A : “I love Polka becauseit's making
such a boost for writers drama more available to more people

making work for — \J©Vicky Dowding art—#7Z RNt which is important to me."
young audiences” Jemima Deboo-Sands Young Ambassador

Sarah
Middleton

I

rehearsals for new fundraising events
Polka productions & board meetings
12 creative training sessions
Young workshops with Polka
departments
‘Dweeb-A-Mania’, October 2025 Ambassadors P

© Jake Bush and Adela Ursachi
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Catapult

A new artist development programme which supports
exciting original work via two strands - First Steps and Next
Steps. Catapult offers a platform to creatives from all
disciplines who are underrepresented in theatre for young
audiences.

Q
O Mentoring and free theatre
tickets to all Polka shows

90 applications submitted £7’200

hours of free in seed funding
144 rehearsal space for 6 artists

75 producers, programmers, directors and
venues invited to showcase of artists’ work

/ “The seed commission, access to key
industry players and space to play and
explore has enabled me to develop
with other wonderful artists.”

*%i i © Julia Canavan and ﬁ/ Dowding Ruby Kitching

First StepS for audiences age 0-6 years

Mikayla Teodoro: Into The Blue

Centring on the Sama Bajau folk of the
Philippines and their relationship with
the sea.

Layla Bradbeer: The
Misbehaving Letters

Using puppetry to playfully
explore dyslexia.

Ashton Owen & Natalya Martin: For the Benefit
of Pablo Fanque
A show celebrating the life of Britain's first black circus owner.

Farrell Cox: Don’t Yuk My Yum

An aerial show inspired by the vibrant memories of
Farrell's Jamaican grandparents' garden.

Next Steps for audiences age 0-12 years

= o
Kiota (Aisha Ali & Deepraj Singh): TN
How Lightning Came To Be ‘
Exploring the nature folktale of the

Khasi people of the North-Eastern
Indian state of Meghalaya.

Ruby Kitching: Baki

A show about a Bangladeshi
Grandfather, his English Grandson
and the impact of Partition.

























